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Announcement

66th All India Adult Education Conference will be held at Bhubaneswar
The 66th All India Adult Education Conference will be held at

Kalinga Institute of Social Sciences (KISS) – Deemed to be

University, Bhubaneswar, Odisha from January 21-23, 2026.

The conference will be jointly organized by the Indian Adult

Education Association, New Delhi and the Kalinga Institute of

Social Sciences, Bhubneswar. The theme of the conference is

“Fostering Adult and Lifelong Learning for All”.   

Sub-themes are:
1. NEP 2020: Conceptual Framework for Adult and Lifelong

Learning for All & Full Employment

2. Adult and Lifelong Learning for All for Full Employment:

Role of Academic Institutions

3. Decoding Multidisciplinary Approach for Adult and Lifelong

Learning for Full Employment

4. Catering the Skill Needs and Empowerment of Indigenous

People

5. Preserving and Promoting Indigenous Knowledge and

Skills among Tribal Community

6. Role of Community Organizations for Upgrading Adult and

Lifelong Learning

7. ULLAS & Adult and Lifelong Learning for All

8. Harnessing RPL for Adult and Lifelong Learning for Full

Employment

9. Promotion of Adult and Lifelong Learning by the

Government

10. Fostering University-Industry Linkages for Adult and

Lifelong Learning

11. Women Empowerment and Lifelong Learning

12. Use of Technology for Skill Upgradation:

13. Skill Development through Lifelong Learning

14. Opportunities and Challenges for Lifelong Learning

15. Sustainable Development for Lifelong Learning 

For presenting thematic papers Abstract through e-mail

directoriaea@gmail.com not exceeding 500 words has to

be submitted on or before November 15, 2025. Full

paper through (MS Word, Font - New Times Roman, Font

Size – 12, Spacing – one and half) to be submitted on or

before December 15, 2025. 

Registration fee 

Registration Period Delegates Students

Till December 31, 2025 Rs.2500/- Rs.1500/-

January 1 - 15, 2026 Rs. 3000/- Rs.2000/-

Local participants will not be provided accommodation and

will be served lunch and tea only. The Registration fee for local

participants is Rs.1500/- and for on the spot registration the fee

will be Rs.2500/-.

Mode of Payment 
Demand Draft drawn in favour of “Indian

Adult Education Association” payable at

New Delhi may be sent by post to Indian
Adult Education Association, 17-B,

Indraprastha Estate, New Delhi – 110 002.

Details for NEFT
Name : Indian Adult Education 

Association

Bank : Canara Bank

Branch : DTC I.P. Depot

I.P. Estate, New Delhi

A/c No : 91262010001900

IFSC Code : CNRB0019126

QR code is also given for payments with an e-mail

(directoriaea@gmail.com) with complete information of payment.

All are cordially invited to attend the conference.

Kindly confirm your participation to IAEA by sending your

complete postal address with pin code (both personal and

official), e-mail ID, and mobile number through e-mail:

directoriaea@gmail.com  and copy to iaeadelhi@gmail.com 

The month of January will be winter and hence, participants

attending the conference may come with adequate woolen

clothing for proper protection.  Other logistic will be shared to

you after registration.  

(Suresh Khandelwal)
General Secretary
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Note: Registration form for 66th AIAEC is at page no. 7

“If you Salute your Duty, you need not
Salute Anybody
If you Pollute your Duty, you have to
Salute Everybody”

– Prof. K. Parthasarathy

Prof. K. Parthasarathy, former Vice Chancellor, Tamil

Nadu Open University, Tamil Nadu happens to be an

eminent academician who has contributed immensely to

upgrade the educational scenario not only in the state of

Tamil Nadu but at the national level as well. After serving

the Bharathidasan University for almost 29 years Prof.

Parthasarathy was appointed as the Vice-Chancellor of the

Tamil Nadu Open University. During his tenure he

exhibited his excellence in institutional administration. As

the Founder- Director of the Institute for Entrepreneurship

and Career Development (IECD), Bharathidasan University

he not only put-forth a vision of lifelong learning education

for the promotion of entrepreneurship and skill

development but also translated that vision into action. 

Prof. Parthasarathy is associated with IAEA as a Life

Member for last 43 years. Recalling his first experience to

attend the All India Adult Education Conference way back

in the year 1983 at Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi,

Uttar Pradesh he says that the Association stands for

leading the adult and lifelong learning movement both at

national as well as international stage.

The Indian Adult Education Association as an Apex

level Association has been served by men of eminence

and excellence who were committed to the cause of

development of society and the nation. His first encounter

with Shri J. L. Sachdeva, the then Deputy Director of IAEA

at the All India Adult Education Conference in 1983 at

BHU has had an ever-lasting imprint of excellence in his

mind. Prof. Parthasarathy found Shri Sachdeva as an

excellent administrator and a visionary adult educationist

who led the movement from the front.

The collective efforts made by the establishment,

institutions and people led movements have successfully

helped the country to traverse the path of development

during preceding decades resulting into the rising

aspirations of the nation and the countrymen.

Consequently, the challenges of the day are far different

from those of yesterdays and hence institutions as well as

society need new objectives, targets and means to

achieve the same. 

The IAEA as a leading academic institution of the

country needs to conceptualize a new course of action

for it which can inspire all those academicians,

community institutions and functionaries working in the

wider domain of adult and lifelong learning education in

the country and abroad. Today we need to harness the

technological advancement for the sake of development

of people materializing the aspirations of youth into a

reality. This further requires elimination of age-old social

barriers and eradication of existing disparities be it

economic, gender, lingual, racial or anything else. 

Ours is a vast nation with cherishable cultural and

civilizational inheritance and hence, we owe a huge

responsibility towards our countrymen as well as the

global community. We need to bank upon our profound

experience while unfolding the path for future. Each and

every academic institution, be it public or private, need

to realize this vision and consolidate its resources to

cater the skill and learning needs of the population within

its own jurisdiction. As IAEA works on national plank it

requires to network with the leading personalities and

institutions of the country, conceptualize programme and

activities capable of giving insight to the whole

community and motivate institutions and scholars to

undertake innovative researches that can be more

meaningful to utilize for the growth and development of

the nation. Continuous upgradation of knowledge based

human resource is the need of the hour and hence,

institution should assign due priority to it. “If you Salute

your duty, you need not salute anybody; If you Pollute

your duty, you have to salute everybody”, this remains to

be our core realization.

Interviewed by 

Shri B. Sanjoy
Research Officer, IAEA



I am delighted to inform you that

Prof. S.Y. Shah, an adult

educationist of international repute

has been appointed as Patron of

IAEA for the period coterminous

with the present Executive

Committee. The decision was

overwhelmingly endorsed by the EC

in its meeting held on August 4,

2025.  Prof. Shah has been

associated with the IAEA for the last

40 years as a life member and has

held various positions, viz, Vice

President, Treasurer, Executive

Editor / Editor of the Indian Journal

of Adult Education for different

periods. 

Following are some of the

highlights of his career.

- Shri Suresh Khandelwal
General Secretary, IAEA

IAEA appoints Prof. S.Y. Shah as Patron
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Throughout his association with

IAEA Prof. Shah has not only

participated in most of the

programmes of the Association but

also designed and coordinated

Research Methodology Course for

nine years and the Visiting Scholar

Colloquium for four years. In 2002,

Prof. Shah took the initiative to plan

and establish the International

Institute of Adult and Lifelong Education (IIALE) at the

IAEA premises and served as its Director for more than

two decades. Under his leadership, the IGNOU Study

Centre was established to offer Master’s, Diploma, and

Certificate programs in Adult Education. In collaboration

with the National Literacy Mission (Government of India),

UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning (UIL) and Indira

Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU), he designed

an innovative program - Participatory Adult Learning

Documentation and Information Networking (PALDIN) -

for the professional development of adult education

functionaries. In 2007, he established the Indian chapter

of the International Reading Association and served as its

President for two years, followed by over a decade as

Executive President.

During his four-decade-long career, Prof. Shah held

several distinguished positions, including: Professor and

Director of Adult & Continuing Education at Jawaharlal

Nehru University, Senior Fellow at the National Institute of

Adult Education, Joint Adviser (Education Division),

Planning Commission, Government of India, and Lecturer

at the National Council of Educational Research &

Training (NCERT), New Delhi. Internationally, he has had

teaching and research stints at several prestigious

institutions, including: DAAD Visiting Professor at

Duisburg-Essen University and Julius Maximilian

University, Germany; Erasmus Mundus Visiting Scholar of

the European Commission at Aarhus University,

Denmark; Development Fellow of the Association of

Commonwealth Universities at Warwick University, UK;

Kellogg Visiting Scholar at Syracuse University, USA;

Senior Social Science Fellow of the Shastri Indo-Canadian

Institute at the University of Toronto, Canada. He has

designed and taught innovative courses at both Indian

and foreign universities, undertaken 21 research

projects, and contributed significantly to the planning,

implementation, and evaluation of numerous adult

education initiatives, particularly those of the National

Literacy Mission and the IAEA.

Prof. Shah has also served as a consultant to several

organizations, including UNESCO (India), Commonwealth

of Learning, UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning (UIL),

Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU), and Asian

South Pacific Association for Basic and Adult Education

(ASPBAE). He has been a member or advisor in several

expert bodies, including: Standing Committee of the

University Grants Commission (UGC), Advisory Committee

of the Adult Learning Documentation and Information

Network of the UIL, Advisory Board of World Literacy of

Canada, Advisor to Rotary Club of India, and Co-

Coordinator of the ASEM Network on Professionalization of

Adult and Lifelong Learning. He has made thirty

presentations at several international conferences held in

the US, UK, Germany, Denmark, France, South Africa,

Finland, Norway, Malaysia, Vietnam, Philippines, Indonesia,

Nepal, Taiwan, Bangladesh, Thailand, Brazil and South

Korea. He has over seventy publications including the

special platinum jubilee publication on 75 years of Indian

Adult Education Association. He wrote the screenplay for

the film on IAEA which is available on YouTube:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lzuLhAbOGR4.

In recognition of his outstanding contributions to the

field of adult and lifelong learning, Prof. Shah has

received numerous honours and awards, including Nehru

Literacy Award (2007), Honorary Fellowship of the

UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning, Hamburg (2017),

Induction into the International Adult and Continuing

Education Hall of Fame, USA (2015), Sardar Patel

International Literacy Award of Commonwealth

Association for the Education and Training of Adults, UK;

International Association of Education for World Peace,

USA; and The Global Open University, Milan (2002).

For further details on his work, refer to his

publication: My Experiences of Working in the Field of

Adult and Lifelong Learning in India and Abroad,

available on Amazon, Academia.edu, Research Gate,

and the IIALE website: www.iiale.org and

https://sites.google.com/view/drsyshah/home

To commemorate World Population Day

a thought-provoking webinar titled

“Sustainable Development and Gender

Equality: Observing Issues and Challenges”

was organized by IAEA on July 11, 2025

which was attended by many distinguished

speakers, academicians, research

scholars, students, and practitioners.

Including the inaugural and concluding the

proceedings of the webinar was divided

into seven working sessions.                                                                                                                                                           

In the first session the inaugural address

was delivered by Prof. Rajesh in which he

warmly welcomed the dignitaries.

Emphasizing the significance of World

Population Day, he quoted the UN

Secretary-General’s call for a just and

hopeful world where choices,

opportunities, and equality define

individual destinies. He also underlined the

relevance of the day’s theme—Sustainable

Development and Gender Equality—and

spoke about the shared values between

IAEA and institutions like Miranda House,

known for their commitment to women's

empowerment and quality education.

The second session featured an

insightful keynote by Professor L. Raja,

President, IAEA. Speaking from a rural

context, he emphasized the global

demographic transitions, especially the

alarming decline in fertility rates in

developed and developing nations alike.

Drawing on personal experiences and

Gandhian philosophy, he underlined the

importance of family as a cultural and

social unit.

The third session was addressed by 

Prof. Vijayalakshmi Nanda, a renowned

advocate for gender equality. Focusing on

the critical intersections of gender,

population, and education, she stressed

that empowering young people involves

ensuring access to accurate information,

healthcare, and informed choices. She

strongly advocated the inclusion of

reproductive rights and family planning

education in formal curricula.

In the fourth session Prof. Saroj Garg,

Principal and Dean, Lokmanya Tilak

Teachers Training College Udaipur and

Member, Executive Committee, IAEA

offered a critical reflection on how gender

equity, social justice, and sustainable

development are interconnected yet often

neglected in policy and practice. She

emphasized that government policies

rarely consider the lived realities of women,

particularly those working in informal and

labour-intensive sectors.

The fifth session was addressed by 

Dr. Asha Verma, Head, Centre for Women

and Child Rights at Gandhinagar National

Law University and Associate Secretary of

IAEA who offered a compelling legal

perspective on gender justice within the

framework of sustainable development.

She emphasized that achieving SDG 5

(Gender Equality) and SDG 10 (Reduced

Inequalities) requires not just constitutional

promises but active enforcement of legal

provisions. Drawing from the Indian

Constitution (Articles 14–17, Directive

Principles) and specific laws like the Equal

Remuneration Act (1976), Maternity

Benefit Act (1961, amended), and POSH

Act (2013), she highlighted how gender-

based discrimination persists despite

legislative safeguards.

Dr. Nishat Farooq, EC Member, IAEA

while addressing the sixth session, offered

a powerful reflection rooted in her decades

of experience with India’s earliest

population education programmes. She

recalled the resistance and stigma attached

to talking about population and family

planning in the 1980s, when her centre

was among the first selected by UNDP and

UNESCO to pilot such efforts. She

highlighted how awareness may have

grown, but India’s population-related

challenges still persist. 

In the final session Dr. Geeta Mishra,

Associate Professor, DCEE, DU delivered a

deeply insightful and integrative address,

tying together gender equality, population

trends, and sustainable development.

She emphasized the critical

interdependence between population

dynamics, gender justice, and

sustainability. She stressed that true

sustainability cannot be achieved without

ensuring equal opportunities for women,

who constitute nearly half the population.

Entire webinar was facilitated by

Ms. Ayesha Siddiqui, Director Intern,

IAEA while Ms.  Poonam Rajput, Ph.D

Scholar, DCEE, DU under the

supervision of Prof. Rajesh developed

the concept note. The webinar got

concluded with the vote of thanks

proposed by Shri B. Sanjoy, Research

Officer, IAEA. 

Webinar on Sustainable Development and Gender Equality: Observing

Issues and Challenges 

Workshop on Making Spices at Kolhapur

The Maharashtra State Branch of IAEA in collaboration with

Narayani Bahuuddeshiy Sevabhavi Sanstha, Kolhapur and 

Shri Sai Mahila Bachat Gat (Women SHG) organized a

workshop on Making Spices on June 11-12, 2025 which was

participated by more than 20 women eager to work

independently. During the workshop Smt. Prasannata Chavan,

the Resource Person, explained the importance of the activity

and trained the beneficiaries to make pure and healthy spices

like Garam Masala, Chhole Puri Masala, Chicken Masala, etc.

which can be sold in the local markets. Another Resource

Person Smt. Shubhangi Mali demonstrated the process of

frying, baking ,mixing the spices and explained them how to

sell the spcies in the market. 

– Dr. Gorakhnath N. Kamble



iqfLrdk,a forfjr dh x;hA dk;ZØe esa
izeq[k :Ik ls tuin iapk;r v/;{k 
Jh ljnkj ekyoh; eq[; vfrfFk ds :Ik
esa mifLFkr jgs] tcfd dk;ZØe dh
v/;{krk dSIVu ,u- ,l- jkor us dhA bl
volj ij laLFkk ds v/;{k Jh lqjs’k
[k.Msyoky ,oa fo|ky; izkpk;kZ 
Jherh oS’kkyh okdksjs eapklhu jghaA 

eq[; vfrfFk Jh ljnkj ekyoh; us
vius mncks/ku esa laLFkk dh ljgkuk djrs
gq, dgk] ÞokRlY; laLFkk }kjk f’k{kk ds
{ks= esa fd;k tk jgk lsok dk;Z vR;ar

izsj.kknk;d gSA lekt ds gj oxZ dks ,sls
iz;klksa esa Hkkxhnkjh djuh pkfg,A eSa
vk’oLr djrk gwa fd f’k{kk ds fdlh Hkh
dk;Z esa eSa iw.kZ lg;ksx d:axkAß ogha
v/;{kh; mncks/ku esa Jh jkor us fo|ky;
ds p;u ij laLFkk dk vkHkkj trk;k vkSj
bl dk;ZØe dks lekt dks fn’kk nsus okyk
dk;Z crk;kA 

dk;ZØe eas egw rglhy eas e-iz-
ek/;fed f’k{kk eaMy }kjk vk;ksftr
ijh{kk esa mRd`"V izn’kZu djus okys
fo|kfFkZ;ksa dks lEekfur Hkh fd;k x;kA
lEeku izkIRk djus okys fo|kfFkZ;ksa esa
'kkfey Fks & d{kk 5 esa loksZPp vad
izkIr djus okys ekLVj g"kZ cks/kds] LdkbZ
gkbVl Ldwy( dq- gsrs’kh mcu;] ;’koar
ifCyd Ldwy( d{kk 4 esa Js"B vad ykus
okys ekLVj d`".kk yksoa’kh] ;’kaor

ifCyd Ldwy( dq- fnO;ka’kh lqys] 
Jh ,dsMeh( rFkk ekLVj xkSjo flaxkjs]
psEIl ,dsMehA bu lHkh fo|kfFkZ;ksa dks
dSIVu ,u- ,l- jkor }kjk izksRlkgu
jkf’k ,oa lEeku i= iznku dj lEekfur
fd;k x;kA 

dk;ZØe dk 'kqHkkjaHk }hi izToyu ,oa
eka ljLorh ds fp= ij ekY;kiZ.k ls
gqvkA fo|ky; ds fo|kfFkZ;ksa }kjk izLrqr
ljLorh oanuk us lHkh dk eu eksg
fy;kA fof’k"V vfrfFk;ksa dk Lokxr
fo|ky; dh izkpk;kZ Jherh oS’kkyh
okdksjs ,oa laLFkk v/;{k Jh lqjs’k
[kaMsyoky }kjk fd;k x;kA dk;ZØe dk
ifjp; Jh jkts’k ikVhnkj us izLrqr
fd;k] leUo; Jherh d`".kk 'kekZ }kjk
fd;k x;k ,oa lapkyu Jh ukjk;.k flag
pkSgku us fd;kA dk;ZØe dk lekiu
jk"Vªxku ds lkFk gqvkA bl volj ij
dk;ZØe ds la;kstd Jh deys’k feJk]
Jh fot; fot;oxhZ;] Jh fnyhi oekZ]
lqJh iwf.kZek lsB lfgr vusd x.kekU;
ukxfjd] vfHkHkkod ,oa fofHkUu fo|ky;ksa
ds f'k{kdx.k mifLFkr jgsA 
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IAEA Signs MoU with I.P. College for Women, DU

MOU signed with KISS – Deemed to be University

The Indraprastha College for Women with its century long

standing is one of the most prominent, prosperous and

promising colleges of the University of Delhi. Recently, 

Shri Suresh Khandelwal, General Secretary along with 

Prof. Rajesh, Director In-Charge, IAEA visited the college to

solemnize a Memorandum of Understanding with it. The

MoU was signed by Shri Suresh Khandelwal and 

Prof. Poonam Kumria, Principal, I. P. College on June 24,

2025 for a period of five years to be renewed further with

mutual consent.  Prof. Poonam Kumria was accompanied by

Dr. Jai Pratap Singh, Assistant Professor, Department of

Sociology and a Life Member of IAEA. 

This Memorandum of Understanding will open a new

horizon of collaboration between both the institutions and

help to organize programmes and activities such as

Research Methodology Courses, Capacity Building

Programmes for Faculty and Scholars, Social Outreach

Programmes and other academic activities intended to

provide grassroots level exposure to the scholars.  Thereby,

enhancing their capabilities of doing meaningful research

under the Four-Year Under-Graduation Programme (FYUP) on

the line of NEP 2020. Speaking on the occasion Dr. Jai

Pratap Singh also thanked Prof. L. Raja, President, IAEA for

encouraging such initiatives between two old institutions. 

Adding a new chapter in the

collaborative efforts towards the

furtherance of adult and lifelong

education in India IAEA signed a

Memorandum of Understanding with

Kalinga Institute of Social Sciences

(KISS), Bhubaneswar a Deemed to be

University and a prestigious institute

working in the field of tribal education.

The MOU was signed in a solemn

function organized on September 17,

2025 in the campus of KISS which was

graced and inaugurated by Prof. (Dr.)

Kashi Nath Jena, Pro Vice Chancellor,

KISS. The function was participated

and addressed by the officials of IAEA

including Prof. (Dr.) L. Raja, President,

Shri Suresh Khandelwal, General

Secretary and Prof. Rajesh, Director In-

charge. From KISS a team of

academicians and faculty members

including Dr. Achyuta Samanta,

Hon’ble Founder, KISS & KIIT, Dr.

Prashant Kumar Routray, Registrar, Dr.

Manoj Kumar Behra, Associate

Professor and Dr. Disha Bhatt, Assistant

Professor, KISS. Dr. Kalpana Raja, Life

Member, IAEA also joined the function

online along with Prof. Raja from

Germany. A book entitled “Sacred

Groves of India: Ecology, Culture and

Conservation” authored by Dr. Manoj

Kumar Behra was also released on the

occasion by the dignitaries.  During the

discussion officials tried to explore the

possibility of organizing 66th All India

Adult Education Conference jointly in

the campus of KISS. Both Dr. B.P.

Mohanty, President and Dr. Behra,

Secretary, Odisha Chapter, IAEA played

important role in organizing the

function at Bhubaneswar.

A lecture session on “From Oral Traditions to
Environmental Learning: Adult Learning Pathways through
Sacred Groves” was also organized on 17th September 2025

jointly by the Centre for Sacred Groves, School of Tribal Heritage

and Tribal Indology, Department of Anthropology, School of

Tribal Legal Studies and Tribal Rights, and the Internal Quality

Assurance Cell (IQAC), in collaboration with the Indian Adult

Education Association (IAEA), New Delhi. Delivering the Keynote

Address Prof. Rajesh discussed the critical role of tribal education

in shaping the future of the nation. He pointed out that educating

marginalized communities is not merely a social responsibility

but also a prerequisite for inclusive national development. 

Shri Suresh Khandelwal in his opening remarks emphasized the

growing importance of lifelong learning and the necessity of

imparting quality education, particularly to tribal communities.

The welcome address was given by Dr. Manoj Behra while the

vote of thanks was proposed by Dr. Manoranjan Mohapatra,

Head of the Department of Anthropology, KISS-DU. Dr. Sujata

Acharya, Associate Professor and Dean of the School of Tribal

Heritage and Tribal Indology (STHTI), KISS-DU, provided a

reflective concluding remark.

Lecture Session on Tribal Rights

To observe ILD a state level

seminar was organized by the IAEA

Kerala Branch in collaboration with 

M. T. Training College, Trivandrum on

September 10, 2025. Held at the

college auditorium the seminar was

participated by eminent

educationists, faculty members, adult

educators, research scholars, and

students. Dr. P. Pramod, Director,

SRC, Kerala while delivering the

inaugural talk spoke on the strength

of literacy movements in Kerala with

a focus on inclusivity and

accessibility in education. Speaking

on the occasion Prof. (Dr.) Joju John,

Principal, Mar Theophilus Training

College stressed the role of teachers

as nation-builders and emphasized

the college’s commitment to quality

education.

The Keynote Address was given by

Dr. T. Sundaresan Nair, Former

Director, SRC, Kerala. With a detailed

presentation on “Emerging Trends in

Adult Literacy and Life Long Learning

in the Context of NEP 2020” he

emphasized how literacy initiatives

must be redefined to suit the evolving

socio-economic challenges and to

foster lifelong learning opportunities

for all. Delivering the presidential

address Prof. (Dr.) V. Reghu, Vice

President IAEA, New Delhi underlined

the importance of literacy as a tool

for social transformation and

encouraged students and teachers to

adopt innovative practices on the

lines of NEP 2020.

An oath was administered by 

Shri Harish Kumar S., Secretary, State

Branch observing both the Teachers’

Day and the ILD was taken

collectively by all the participants

reaffirming their commitment

towards literacy, education, and the

noble role of teachers. The

programme was concluded with a

warm Vote of Thanks proposed by

Ms. Roshna Mariam Eapen, Research

Scholar. 

IAEA Kerala State Branch 
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Observed International Literacy Day 2025

A “Padho Likho Pratiyogita (Reading

and Writing Competition)” was

conceptualized to celebrate ILD while

engaging community people with it so

that the message of literacy and

empowerment reaches to those who

are still deprived of the light of

learning. As part of the programme

intensive awareness campaign in

three different spells were conducted

by the member of staff of IAEA and

the beneficiaries of IAEA Skill Centre -

door to door contact, contacted over

phone and one to one reach out on

ILD. 

Amid heavy rain and flood threat,

all the members of staff of IAEA

including Shri B. Sanjoy, Smt. Neha

Gupta, Shri Kripal Singh Mehra, Shri

Vinay Chhetri, Shri Jai Bhagwan, Shri

Surinder Singh Yadav, Shri Bittoo and

Shri Kishore approached residents of

nearby slums areas and motivated

them to register for the competition.

As a result, not only children but a

number of neo-literate women also

registered themselves and received a

set of copy and pen in which they

were supposed to write at least two

pages from whatever reading material

they had.  Around hundred sets of

stationaries were distributed in the

community. Sensing their hesitation,

each enrolled participant was further

contacted over phone and requested

to feel free to submit the copies with

text written in own hand writing.  On

September 8th a team of

beneficiaries of IAEA Skill Centre led

by the trainer Ms. Kajal visited the

nearby areas and asked the

participants to come in time. 

The copies received were

evaluated by the organizing team to

identify best 10 hand writings. It was

certainly a matter of surprise that

even the neo-literates took the matter

with utmost sincerity and delivered

their best. In the evening the

Conference Hall at IAEA Headquarters

was nearly jam-packed with the

participants accompanied by their

parents. 

The programme started with

enchanting the melodious patriotic

song “Galat Mat Kadam Uthao, Soch

Kar Chalo” by Dr. Kalpana Raja and

Prof. L. Raja, President, IAEA who

joined the programme online from

Germany. It was so impressive that all

the participants automatically joined

singing the song. Thereafter, along

with Saraswati Vandana the

auspicious lamp was lighted by Prof.

Rajesh, Director In-charge who was

joined by Shri M. L. Sharma, Finance

Head, Shri B. Sanjoy, Research

Officer, Smt. Neha Gupta, Librarain-

cum-Documentation Officer, Shri

Kripal Singh Mehra, Programme

Associate and all other member of

staff. While extending his blessings

and support to the cause of

community work Prof. L. Raja said

that transforming the life at

grassroots level is the real testament

of our success. This was followed by

Keeping the focus on the theme “Promoting Literacy in Digital Era” a number of programmes were organized under the aegis

of IAEA to observe the International Literacy Day 2025. A few of them require special mention. 

IAEA Headquarters, New Delhi

lHkk dks tulaidZ foHkkx ds mifuns’kd
MkW- gfj 'kadj vkpk;Z rFkk tkx:drk
leUo;d MkW- okbZ- ch- ekFkqj us Hkh lacksf/kr
fd;kA bl nkSjku O;aX;dkj&laiknd MkW-

vt; tks’kh] 'kks/kkFkhZ MkW- xkSjh 'kadj
iztkir] bfrgkldkj MkW- Qk:d pkSgku]
f'k{kd Jh Hkokuh lksyadh] fp=dkj Jh
;ksxsUnz iqjksfgr vkSj Jh egsUnz tSu us Hkh

foPkkj O;Dr fd,A lkfgR;dkj Jh
jktkjke Lo.kZdkj us vkxarqdksa dk vkHkkj
trk;k vkSj dk;ZØe dk lapkyu Jh
xksiky tks'kh us fd;kA

okRlY; }kjk fu%’kqYd vH;kl iqfLrdk forj.k ,oa es/kkoh fo|kfFkZ;ksa dk lEeku

e/; izns’k ds egw 'kgj ,oa vkl&iM+ksl
ds bykdksa esa lfØ; ^okRlY;* vlgk; ,oa
vHkkoxzLr fo|kfFkZ;ksa ds mRFkku ds izfr
,d lefiZr laLFkku gS tks dksf’k’k djrh
gS fd iBu&ikBu lkexzh ds vHkko esa dksbZ
Nk= i<+uk uk NksM+ nsA bl fy, izfro"kZ
laLFkku }kjk Nk=&Nk=kvksa dks fu%’kqYd
vH;kl iqfLrdk,a miyC/k djkbZ tkrh gSA
fofHkUu fo|ky;ksa esa fu%’kqYd vH;kl
iqfLrdk forj.k dk ;g dk;ZØe bl o"kZ
ikap pj.kksa esa vk;ksftr fd;k x;kA 

mn?kkVu 

'kq:vkr LFkkuh; nsoh vfgY;k ckbZ
gksYdj] lh-ch dU;k m-ek-fo- egw esa fnukad
5 tqykbZ 2025 dks izkr% 11 cts vk;ksftr
dk;ZØe ls gqbZ ftlesa 8 fo|ky;ksa ds
rhljh ls vkBoha rd ds 160 fo|kfFkZ;ksa
dks vH;kl iqfLrdk forfjr dh x;hA ;g
dk;ZØe yk;al Dyc] egw ds v/;{k Jh
ukjk;.k xxZ dh v/;{k;rk ,oa Nkouh
ifj"kn dk;kZy; v/kh{kd Jh larks"k
vxzoky ds eq[; vkfrF; rFkk lektlsoh

Jherh fueZyk ;kno ,oa f’k{kkfon~ Jh riu
ftany o Jh jkeyky iztkifr ds vkfrF;
esa lEiUu gqvkA bl volj ij laLFkk
v/;{k Jh lqjs’k [k.Msyoky Hkh eapklhu
FksA 

vfrfFk Jherh ;kno us cPPkksa dks
lacksf/kr djrs gq, dgk fd thou esa viuk
y{; r; djds mldh izkfIr ds fy,
vuojr iz;kl djsa rks lQyrk fuf’pr gh
izkIRk gksxhA mUgksaus dgk fd okRlY; laLFkk
cgqr usd dk;Z dj jgh gSA fu/kZu ,oa
vlgk; cPPkksa dh f’k{kk ds fy, dk;Z
djuk cgqr cM+h ckr gSA Jh iztkifr us
dgk fd fo|kFkhZ thou] thou dk
Lof.kZedky gksrk gSA gesa iq:"kkFkZ ,oa
ijekFkZ ds fy, thou thuk pkfg,A 

eq[; vfrfFk Jh vxzoky us vius
mncks/ku esa dgk fd egw 'kgj ds ofj"B
vkSj cqtqxZ rFkk lektlsoh cM+h f'kír ls
lsok dk;Z esa yxs gSa] ,sls esa lsok dk;Z dk
vPNk gksuk fuf'pr gSA vHkkoxzLr cPpksa
ds fy, laLFkk tks dk;Z dj jgh gS] og
ljkguh; gSA vius v/;{kh; mncks/ku esa
Jh xxZ us dgk fd okRlY; laLFkk dk
mís'; vlgk; fo|kfFkZ;ksa dh lgk;rk
djuk gSA bl dk;Z dks okRlY; cM+h
bZekunkjh ls dj jgh gSA 

bl volj ij egw rglhy esa e-iz-f'k{kk-

cksMZ ds 10oha o 12oha esa loksZPp vad izkIr
djus okys fo|kFkhZ ¼1½ dq- ;’kLoh tSu ¼2½
dq- uafnuh 'kekZ ¼3½ dq- fo’kkdk i.Mkjs ¼4½
dq- vatfy 'kekZ vkSj ¼5½ ekLVj 'kSysUnz
ekudj dks Hkkjrh; izkS<+ f'k{kk la?k] ubZ
fnYyh ds laj{kd izks- ,l- ok;- 'kkg }kjk
iznÙk iqjLdkj&jkf'k iznku dj lEekfur
fd;k x;kA   

izkjaHk esa vfrfFk;ksa dk Lokxr okRlY;
dh vksj ls la;kstd Jh deys’k feJk ,oa
fo|ky; dh vksj ls izkpk;Z Jh fo’kky
Jhokl] f’kf{kdk Jherh fouhrk uk;Mw }kjk
fd;k x;kA vkHkkj laLFkk ds v/;{k Jh
lqjs’k [k.Msyoky us ekuk ,oa vk;kstu
ifjp; Jh jkts’k ikVhnkj }kjk fn;k
x;kA dk;ZØe dk lQy lapkyu Jherh
euh"kk Msfu;y us fd;kA dk;ZØe dk
lekiu jk"Vªxku ds lkFk gqvkA 

bl volj ij laLFkk lnL;ksa Jh fot;
dqekj fot;oxhZ;] Jh ukjk;.k pkSgku] Jh
euh"k 'kqDyk] Jherh jktdqekjh vxzoky]
Jherh 'kksHkk O;kl] Jh euh"k xqIrk] Jh
'kkdhj [kku] Jh fnus’k tkne] Jh fnyhi
oekZ lfgr 'kgj ds x.kekU; ukxfjd ,oa
fofHkUu fo|ky;ksa ds f'k{kdx.k Hkh
mifLFkr FksA 

lekiu
dk;ZØe ds vafre pj.k dk vk;kstu

fnukad 14 tqykbZ 2025 dks izkr% 11 cts
fØfLVuk dkUosaV mPprj ek/;fed
fo|ky;] 'kkafruxj] egw esa fd;k x;kA 

bl pj.k esa rhljh ls vkaBoha d{kk rd
ds dqy 129 fo|kfFkZ;ksa dks vH;kl
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To observe International Literacy

Week an online discussion was also

organized by IAEA on September 10,

2025 on “Catalysing Change: The

Role of Adult Education and Lifelong

Learning Departments under the New

India Literacy Program (2022-2027)”

which was participated by eminent

adult educationists and scholars from

different universities. The

deliberation held here came out with

certain important working points for

strengthening core areas of adult and

lifelong learning viz. Training &

Capacity Building, Data Collection &

Research Repository, Continuing

Education & Employability, Social

Inclusion & Defence, Recognition of

Prior Learning and Collaboration &

Networking. The proceeding of this

online discussion was divided into

inaugural session, interactive session,

Q&A session and concluding session. 

The inaugural session began with

the welcome address delivered by

Prof. Rajesh, Sr. Professor, DCEE,

University of Delhi and Director In-

charge, IAEA was also addressed by

Prof. S.Y. Shah, Patron and 

Prof. L. Raja, President, IAEA and Prof.

Usha Sharma, Incharge, CNCL,

NCERT. Prof. Rajesh recalled the

vision of the Kothari Commission and

urged for greater institutional synergy

with IAEA for advancing lifelong

learning initiatives. Emphasizing

leadership role Prof. Shah desired

IAEA to take a lead in the production

of manpower and resources for adult

education, dissemination of

knowledge generated through joint

academic efforts and strengthening

extension and professional support

across departments. He strongly

advocated for Recognition of Prior

Learning (RPL) through certification

programmes and Visiting Scholars

Fellowship Programme for young

scholars in adult education. Prof. Raja

highlighted the importance of NGOs,

voluntarism, and university

government collaboration to extend

the reach of adult education to rural

communities. Prof. Usha Sharma

delivered a detailed presentation on

ULLAS – Nav Bharat Saksharta

Karyakram, designed to achieve

100% literacy by 2030. She explained

its framework, which integrates

literacy, numeracy, life skills,

vocational education, and digital

empowerment.

During interactive session Prof.

Ajay Kumar, Associate Professor,

Group of Adult Education, JNU; Prof.

Ram Kumar Mahto, Assam University,

Silchar; Dr. Dhananjay Lokhande,

Department of Lifelong Learning,

University of Pune; Prof. Kumar

Ashutosh, Head, DCEE, University of

Delhi; Prof. Nasra Shabnam, Head,

Department of Adult and Continuing

Education and Extension, Jamia Millia

Islamia; Dr. Sangeeta Chatterjee and

Prof. P Adinarayana Reddy, Vice

President, IAEA gave important

suggestions related to the different

dimensions of ULLAS, quality

research publication, holistic

development of community, adult

education programmes for enhancing

employability, need assessment for

generating reliable data, Recognition

of Prior Learning and digital literacy.

The interactive session was followed

by Q&A session in which pertinent

issues were raised by the participants

specifically Dr. Atul Gautam, Jamia

Millia Islamia who wanted to know how

IAEA can play a role in the

development of voluntarism.

Thereafter, Shri Suresh

Khandelwal, General Secretary, IAEA,

provided his reflections on the

session, offering blessings and

stressing the importance of adult

education as a national priority. He

urged that such initiatives must be

pursued with commitment at both

institutional and community levels.

The programme was facilitated by

Shri Kirpal Singh Mehra, Programme

Associate, IAEA while the concept

note was prepared by Shri Vivek

Chahar, PhD scholar, DCEE,

University of Delhi under the

guidance of Prof. Rajesh. The

programme was concluded with the

vote of thanks proposed by 

Smt. Neha Gupta, Librarian-cum-

Documentation Officer, IAEA. 

Online Discussion on the Role of AE and LLL Departments under the NILP

depiction of a short film on literacy

“Ek Chithhi” based on which a quiz

was also conducted. Euphoric

students enjoyed it to their core. A

number of parents successfully own

prizes in the quiz.  

Before the prize for the champions

of “Padho-Likho Pratiyogita” (Reading

and Writing Competition) was

distributed, Shri Suresh Khandelwal,

General Secretary from Mhow and

Prof. Rajesh addressed the gathering

and encouraged all the community

people to keep participating in the

programmes organized by IAEA.  Shri

Khandelwal said that IAEA is ready to

do its best for the upliftment of

people in urban slums. All the

members of the staff of IAEA and

beneficiaries of IAEA Skill Centre did

their best to make the programme a

great success. The programme was

concluded with rendering the

National Anthem “Jana Gana Mana”.

Hkkjrh; izkS<+ f’k{kk la?k dh e/; izns’k ’kk[kk dk iquxZBu
Hkkjrh; izkS<+ f’k{kk la?k] ubZ fnYyh dh e/;

izns’k ’kk[kk dh dk;Zdkfj.kh dk iquxZBu
flracj 2025 esa fd;k x;kA dk;Zdkfj.kh esa
Jh foeypUn tSu] v/;{k] Jh ukjk;.k izlkn
pkSgku] lfpo] lqJh js[kk f}osnh] dks"kk/;{k

rFkk Jh jken;ky >wfj;k] Jh jkts’k ikVhnkj]
Jh lcjthr flag fxy] Jh vk’kh"k cFkZoky]
Jh lR;e lezkV vkpk;Z] Jhefr e/kq JhokLro]
Jh ;ksxsUnz feJk vkSj Jh mes’k [k.Msyoky
lnL; euksuhr fd, x;sA  

lk{kjrk fnol ds volj ij Hkkjrh; izkS<+
f’k{kk la?k ds egw fLFkr vkapfyd dk;kZy; ,oa
,dyk; f’k{k.k laLFkku }kjk ßLkk{kjrk gh
'kfDr gSÞ 'kh"kZd ls ,d dk;ZØe vk;ksftr
fd;k x;k ftlesa eq[; oDrk f’k{kkfon~ 
Jh osnkUr gtkjh Fks rFkk v/;{krk vkbZ,bZ, ds
egklfpo Jh lqjs’k [k.Msykoky us dhA f’k{kk
foHkkx ds lk{kjrk leUOk;d Jh uhyd.B
ik.Ms; ,oa mifuns’kd Jh jkts’k pkS/kjh Hkh
eapklhu FksA vfrfFk;ksa dk LokXkr Jherh
Lokfr fot;oxhZ; }kjk fd;k x;kA

vius mn~cks/ku esa Jh osnkUr gtkjh us
dgk fd 21oha lnh esa Lkk{kjrk gh 'kfDr gSA
lk{kjrk dk eryc dsoy fdrkcsa i<+uk gh
ugha gSA lk{kjrk O;fDr esa tkx:drk ykrh
gS ,oa mls lgh o xyr dk Kku djkrh
gSA ;fn O;fDr lk{kj gS rks og vius
vf/kdkjksa ,oa drZO;ksa dks HkfyHkkafr le>rk
gS o thou esa mUufr dj ldrk gSA orZeku
esa O;fDr baVjusV ds ek/;e ls Hkh f’k{kk izkIRk

dj ldrk gSA lk{kj O;fDr lekt esa Hkh
lEekfur LFkku izkIRk dj ldrk gSA vkt
ge ;g 'kiFk ysrs gSa fd ge Lo;a Hkh i<+saxs]
Lo;a Hkh lh[ksaxs o nwljksa dks Hkh lk{kj
cuk,saxs o fdlh Hkh Nk= dks Ldwy ls nwj
ugha jgus nsasxsA 

bl volj ij Jh ik.Ms; us dgk fd
e/; izns’k lk{kjrk esa vU; izns’kksa ls vkxs
py jgk gSA orZeku eas izns’k esa lk{kjrk dk
izfr’kr 85 izfr’kr gS vkSj ge yksx lk{kjrk
dks ’kr&izfr’kr djus ds fy, iz;kljr gSaA
vk’kk dyk dsUnz dk Hkh lk{kjrk esa egRoiw.kZ
;ksxnku gSA bl volj ij Jh lqjs’k
[k.Msyoky us fo’o lk{kjrk fnol dh
c/kkbZ nsrs gq, dgk fd lHkh yksx ;g 'kiFk
ysa fd vius vklikl ;fn dksbZ O;fDr

fuj{kj gS rks mls ge Lkk{kj cukus dk iz;kl
djsaxsA jksVjh Dyc egw dsUV ds v/;{k 
Jh jkts’k ikVhnkj us lHkh vfrfFk;ksa dk
Dyc dh vksj ls lEeku fd;k ,oa mUgsa
izek.k i= Hkh iznku fd,A 

vkHkkj mi&funs’kd Jh jkts’k pkS/kjh us
ekuk o dk;ZØe dk lQy lapkyu 
Jh jkts’k ikVhnkj us fd;kA dk;ZØe esa
vkbZ,bZ, ds la;qDr lfpo Jh è.kky iar]
Jh dkfrZd ikVhnkj] Jh ’kkdhj [kku] 
Jh fnus’k tkne] Jh fnyhi oekZ ,oa vusd
Nk=x.k Hkh mifLFkr jgsA 

vkbZ,bZ, vkapfyd dk;kZy;] egw

fo’o lk{kjrk fnol ij tulaidZ
dk;kZy;] chdkusj ,oa Hkkjrh; izkS<+ f’k{kk
la?k] jktLFkku 'kk[kk ds la;qDr rRok/kku
esa ßfMftVy lk{kjrk % vkt dh
vko’;drkß fo"k; ij 8 flracj 2025 dks
,d laxks"Bh dk vk;kstu fd;k x;kA
lwpuk dsUnz lHkkxkj esa vk;ksftr bl
dk;ZØe ds eq[; vfrfFk ofj"B f’k{kkfon~
Jh vkseizdk’k lkjLor Fks ftUgksaus vius
mncks/ku esa dgk fd vkt ds nkSj esa
lk{kjrk ds ek;us cnys gSa] v{kjksa dh

lk{kjrk dk LFkku fMftVy lk{kjrk us ys
fy;k gSA fMftVy lk{kjrk ds vHkko esa
O;fDr cM+h ijs’kkuh esa Qalus yxk gSA
nqHkkZX; ls buesa ;qovksa dh la[;k lcls
cM+h gSA ,sls esa fMftVy lk{kjrk dh
vy[k txkuk vkt dh cM+h vko’;drk
gSA 

dk;ZØe dh v/;{;rk djrs gq, izkS<+
f’k{kk la?k ds ,lksfl,V lfpo Jh jktsUnz
tks’kh us dgk fd fMftVy lk{kjrk dh
mikns;rk dks le>rs gq, bl ckj fo’o

lk{kjrk fnol dh Fkhe ^fMftVy ;qx esa
lk{kjrk dks c<+kok nsuk* j[kh xbZ gSA
mUgksaus dgk fd lk{kjrk fdlh Hkh ns’k ds
fodkl dh vk/kkjf’kYkk gksrh gSA ;g uhao
ftruh l’kDr gksxh] ns’k Hkh mruk etcwr
gksxkA

tulaidZ dk;kZy;] chdkusj
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The International Literacy Day (ILD)

2025 celebration at NCERT, New Delhi

was an occasion to trace the

achievements made on the count of pre-

defined national target of cent-percent

literacy for India. Organized on September

8, 2025 at Dr. Ambedkar International

Centre, New Delhi by the Department of

School Education & Literacy, Ministry of

Education this programme was addressed

both by the Union Minister for Education,

Shri Dharmendra Pradhan and Union

Minister of State (Independent Charge) for

Ministry of Skill Development and

Entrepreneurship and Minister of State for

Education, Shri Jayant Chaudhary. 

On this occasion Shri Pradhan

delivered a virtual address highlighting

India’s progress and vision for universal

literacy. Shri Pradhan underscored that

literacy goes beyond reading and writing.

It is a means to dignity, empowerment

and self-reliance. He noted that India’s

literacy rate has risen from 74 percent in

2011 to 80.9 percent in 2023–24, but

emphasised that true progress will be

achieved only when literacy becomes a

lived reality for every citizen. He spoke

about the transformative role of ULLAS

Nav Bharat Saaksharta Karyakram, which

has enrolled over 3 crore learners and 42

lakh volunteers. Nearly 1.83 crore

learners have already taken foundational

literacy and numeracy assessments, with

90 percent success. He urged youth and

students to contribute to the literacy

mission, suggesting such efforts be

integrated with academic credits. Shri

Pradhan reiterated Prime Minister Shri

Narendra Modi’s vision of education as

the foundation of civilisation and called

for renewed commitment to building a

literate, self-reliant and developed India.

Speaking on the occasion, Shri Jayant

Chaudhary expressed delight that

Himachal Pradesh has joined Mizoram,

Goa, Tripura, and Ladakh in declaring

itself fully literate. He noted that it was

especially significant that states with

difficult terrains were among the first to

achieve this milestone. 

The programme was also attended by

Shri Kishor Barman, Minister of Education,

Tripura, Dr. Vanlalthlana, Minister of

Education, Mizoram, and Shri Sanjay

Kumar, Secretary, DoSEL, along with

senior officials from the Ministry of

Education, NCERT, CBSE, KVS, NVS,

NCTE, NIOS, State/UT Education

Departments, Volunteer Teachers,

Learners, Neo-Literates, and other

stakeholders. The celebration of

International Literacy Day 2025 reaffirmed

India’s resolve to achieve the vision of a

fully literate Bharat and contribute towards

the overarching goal of a Viksit Bharat.

ILD at NCERT, New Delhi

IAEA came forward to collaborate

with Balak Mata Centres (BMC), Jamia

Milia Islamia and organized colourful

programme at the BMC, Beriwala Bag,

New Delhi on September 9, 2025 to

observe ILD. BMC has been a key

proponent of literacy movement in the

marginalized sections of the society

which is now focussing on skill training

imparted to girls and running pre-

primary school for holistic development

of kids. The programme here began with

the welcome address given by 

Smt. Yasmeen Parveen, Director of BMC.

Thereafter, Prof. Rajesh, Director In

charge and Smt. Nishat Farooq, EC

member, IAEA addressed the audience.

Narrating a number of life experiences,

Prof. Rajesh encouraged the participants

to imbibe lifelong learning for achieving

the best in their life. 

The main attraction of the programme

was folk dance on the tune of "Bawan

Gaj ka Daman Paher Ke Matak Chalungi",

" Rangilo Maro Dholna" etc.; Mehndi

Application Competition, Poster Making

Competition highlighting message of ILD

and Musical Chair by the beneficiaries of

Tailoring Course run by Balak Mata

centres. The programme was also joined

by couple of scholars from the

Department of Adult and Continuing

Education, Jawaharlal Nehru University

and Jamia Milia Islamia University.

Excellent performance exhibited by the

participants in all the competitions were

appreciated by the audience. The

winners were further appreciated with

beautiful prizes which were handed over

to them by Prof. Rajesh and all.  

Dr. Gyanendra Kumar and Shri Vinay

Chhetri also joined the programme. Vote

of thanks was proposed by Shri B.

Sanjoy, Research Officer, IAEA.

Balak Mata Centres, Jamia Milia Islamia IAEA Organized a Special Session on Research Project Formulation and
Academic Documentation 

The implementation of Four-Year Under-graduation

Programme (FYUP) has widened the coverage of students

pursuing academic research as part of their regular course

curriculum. This scheme has already acquired appreciation from

student community as it will play an important role in enhancing

their professional competencies. However, it appears to increase

challenges before teaching community on one hand while

underlining the lack of infrastructural support in academic

institutions on the other hand. IAEA has initiated a number of

programmes intended to provide opportunities to the scholars to

avail short term training in research project formulation. A special

session on “Research Project Formulation and Academic

Documentation for Publication Excellence” was organized by

IAEA in collaboration with Indraprastha College for Women,

University of Delhi on August 27, 2025 in which the main

speaker Prof. S. C. Rai, Department of Geography, University of

Delhi delivered a lecture highlighting important steps to be

followed by professionals while formulating a research project be

it for academic purpose or for any social intervention.    

Organized in hybrid mode the programme began with a warm

welcome address by Prof. Rajesh, Sr. Professor, DCEE, University

of Delhi & Director In-charge, IAEA who also introduced the

theme of the session and its importance for young researchers

and educators. Thereafter, Prof. L. Raja, President of IAEA,

addressed the gathering and shared his insights on the role of

adult education and the growing relevance of research in shaping

inclusive and impactful policies. Shri S.C. Khandelwal, General

Secretary, IAEA underlined the importance of quality research

work in the present global scenario and said that IAEA has a

tradition to organize such programmes for the benefit of

students. 

Prof. Rai said that the excellence in quality starts with adopting

a smart title for any proposed research project where “SMART”

stands for Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Replicable, and

Time-bound approach. He gave a clear overview of primary and

secondary research methods, various means of data collection,

and sampling techniques. He emphasized that questionnaires

should be tailored according to the availability and

understanding of the target group. He also highlighted the

importance of rapport building during fieldwork and warned

against over-reliance on binary (yes/no) questions. 

Important interventions were made by Smt. Nishat Farooq and

Dr. Asha Verma, both EC Members of IAEA. Smt. Nishat asked the

scholars to select the mode of research intelligently so that they

can get the desired outcome while Dr. Asha focussed on imbibing

research ethics. Veteran adult educationist Prof. Anita Dighe also

joined the programme online. Many scholars including Shri Vivek

Chahar, Ms. KM Tanu and Shri Siya Bihari also raised queries

which were addressed by the speakers. Shri Vivek Kumar Chahar,

Ph.D Scholar, DCEE, University of Delhi played an important role

in conducting the programme which was participated by many

scholars and members of the staff of IAEA. The programme was

concluded with the vote of thanks extended by Shri Kripal Singh

Mehra, Programme Associate, IAEA. 

Union Sakshar Adult Literacy Programme

As part of the Kerala Union Adult Literacy Programme, an

orientation session on women entrepreneurship

development with a focus on tailoring and dress designing

was successfully

conducted on May 24,

2025 at Swaraj Jenavahini

Vikas Kendra,

Chadayamangalam,

Kerala. The programme

organized in collaboration

with the Rural Self

Employment Training Institute (RSETI), under the Ministry of

Rural Development, Government of India was coordinated

by trainees Ms. Nadha and Ms. Athira K, and addressed by

Dr. Hari R.S., Secretary of Swaraj Jenavahini Vikas Kendra.

The programme was aimed at empowering women through

skill-based learning and promote financial self-reliance

through self-employment opportunities. Dr. Hari, who was

the resource person said that skill training will open a

sustainable source of income.

A “Balavadi” - Children’s Club, was also organized by the

centre which was aimed at

developing leadership

qualities, enhance reading

habits, and promote social

interaction, creativity, and

emotional well-being

among children through

structured group activities. This initiative also served as a

platform for children to express themselves freely and

interact with peers in a supportive environment.
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66th All India Adult Education Conference at Bhubaneswar

[January 21-23, 2026]

Registration Form

Name

Age and Date of Birth

Complete Postal Address with pin code
[please give in capital letters]

Official

Residence

Whether you require accommodation (Please tick 
the relevant one)

   Yes /  No 

STD Code

Office

Residence 

Fax No.

Mobile

e-mail

Date of arrival at Bhubaneswar

Date of departure from Bhubaneswar

Date

Signature

"
"

Social Outreach Club Inaugurated at IAEA

In the era of social media where the

visibility of a personality or institution

on digital platforms have become

synonymous with its presence, impact

and existence it is desirous for the

Association to utilize these platforms

for dissemination of information

related to the programmes and

activities organized by it. Moving ahead

on this line initiation of a Social

Outreach Club envisioned as a space

for student-led, community-oriented

initiatives that can integrate academic

engagement with grassroots realities,

was conceptualized by the Association

which was formally inaugurated on

June 25, 2025 at a meeting of

stakeholders held at IAEA

Headquarters. It is expected that going

beyond a formal institutional step this

initiative which symbolises

reaffirmation of the values of inclusive,

community-based education will help

reimagining adult education with the

power of partnerships and

participation.

The occasion was enriched by the

presence of eminent academicians

including Prof. L. Raja, President; Shri

Suresh Khandelwal, General Secretary;

Prof. P.A. Reddy, Vice President, Prof.

Rajesh, Director In-charge, IAEA & Sr.

Professor, DCEE, DU and Prof. Bharat

Singh, Principal, Zakir Hussain College

(Evening). Addressing the meeting

(online) Prof. Raja emphasized the

need to organize programmes which

encourage young scholars to join the

activities of IAEA. This will help us to

transcend the age boundary, he said.

Prof. P.A Reddy explained the need and

working of social clubs and asked

everybody to be specific and precise so

that such manifestations can be

optimally utilized to develop the social

connect of young scholars.  

Prof. Rajesh shared his insights on

the evolving role of adult education in

addressing social inequalities and

fostering civic empowerment. While

sharing his views Prof. Bharat Singh

said that lifelong learning is going to

play a pivotal role in the

implementation of NEP 2020 and

organizations like IAEA with decades

long experience and nation-wide reach

can really act as a catalytic agent for

the same. Speaking on the occasion

Shri Suresh Khandelwal congratulated

all the participants for the launch of

social club and requested everybody

not to make it as one-time affair. 

The event also drew reflections from

a recently held CSR dialogue hosted by

IIT Madras, where a VC Intern from

Miranda House Ms. Sagarika Ghosh

also associated with IAEA was invited

to observe and explore innovative

educational models being

implemented through the Centre for

Outreach and Digital Education. After a

brief discussion on the topic all the

dignitaries and participants joined a

tree plantation programme in the

premises of IAEA. 

The programme was concluded with

the vote of thanks extended by Shri

Suresh Khandelwal, General Secretary,

IAEA. Entire programme was

coordinated by Ms. Sagarika Ghosh. 
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IAEA and the Pocket Full of

Sunshine, a voluntary organization

working in slums and disadvantaged

colonies of Delhi have decided to work

together for the cause of development

of malnourished children and

enhancing the educational attainment

of dropout adolescents. In view of

opening an adult learning centre Smt.

Nishat Farooq, EC Member along with

Shri B. Sanjoy, Research Officer visited

the Okhla Vihar Centre of Pocket Full

of Sunshine on July 4, 2025. Both of

them had a detailed discussion with

Smt. Azra Naqvi, Board Member and

Ms. Seema, Coordinator of the centre

about identification and enrolment of

dropout adolescents, training of

volunteers and teachers interested in

teaching the dropouts, availability of

infrastructure needed etc. It was

noticed that situated between Okhla

Vihar and Jasola Janta flats, New Delhi

the centre is surrounded by a number

of disadvantaged colonies where

children often get involved in some

sort of work for earning something and

stop going school. To bring them to

the centre requires motivation and

hence it was decided to conduct a

need assessment where one to one

contact is established with the drop

outs.

Staff Meeting
A meeting of the members of staff of IAEA was organized on

August 5, 2025 which was addressed by both Prof. L. Raja,

President and Shri Suresh Khandelwal, General Secretary, IAEA.

Speaking on the occasion Prof. Raja appreciated the working of all

the staff members and said short-term capacity building

programmes may be organized in order to accommodate emerging

challenges. Shri Khandelwal while appreciating the staff advised to

welcome forthcoming challenges with pro-active attitude. He said

the vast academic exposure and experience of Prof. Rajesh,

Director In-charge will certainly help us to achieve excellence. 

Visit to Open an AEC at Okhla Vihar

Documents

UNESCO. CONFINTEA VII Seventh International Conference
on Adult Education: Final Report: Adult learning and
education for sustainable development: A transformative
agenda. Germany, UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning,

2023: 115p.

The conference brought together over 1,100 participants from

149 countries to discuss how adult education can contribute to

achieving social justice, health, and sustainable development.

The objectives of CONFINTEA VII were to:

• Bring together the international community to advance the

right to education for all.

• Take stock of achievements in Adult Learning and Education

(ALE).

• Discuss challenges in the field of adult education and

recommend solutions.

• Develop a new framework for action – the Marrakech

Framework for Action – to make ALE a reality globally.

UNFPA India. State of the World Population 2025: The Real
Fertility Crisis: The pursuit of reproductive agency in a
changing world. India, UNFPA,158p. 

The 2025 State of World Population report, which includes a

UNFPA-YouGov online poll survey across 14 countries—India,

Brazil, Morocco, South Africa, Indonesia, Mexico, Nigeria, Italy,

Thailand, Hungary, United States, Sweden, Republic of Korea,

and Germany—with 14,000 respondents, reveals multiple

barriers to reproductive autonomy in India, such as financial

limitations as one of the biggest barriers to reproductive

freedom.

Nearly 4 in 10 people said financial limitations are stopping

them from having the families they want. Job insecurity (21%),

housing constraints (22%), and the lack of reliable childcare

(18%) are making parenthood feel out of reach. Health barriers

like poor general well-being (15%), infertility (13%), and limited

access to pregnancy-related care (14%) add further strain. Many

are also holding back due to growing anxiety about the future—

from climate change to political and social instability—whereas

19% faced partner or family pressure to have fewer children

than they personally wanted, the report said.

India’s adolescent fertility rate remains high at 14.1 per

1,000 women aged 15–19 in comparison to countries like

China (6.6), Sri Lanka (7.3), and Thailand (8.3). This high rate of

fertility amongst adolescents endangers both maternal and child

health and affects education and employment outcomes.

The report says that India’s population growth has become

stable, with most families having around two children. But there

are significant differences between states—some, like Bihar,

still have high birth rates, while others, like Kerala, have low

ones. Many people, especially women, don’t have full freedom

to decide when or whether to have children because of money

problems, job insecurity, poor healthcare, family pressure, and

social expectations.

In India, one in three adults have had unintended

pregnancies, and nearly 30% couldn't meet their personal goals

for having children. This shows the real fertility crisis is not

about having too many or too few children, but about people

not being able to make the choices they want. The report calls

for better health services, education, childcare, and support to

help everyone make free and informed decisions about

parenthood.

- Neha Gupta
Librarian-cum-Documentation Officer

Congratulations Dr. Letginlen Doungel

Dr. Letginlen Doungel of Somphung

Village, Lhungtin Subdivision, Saikul,

Sadar Hills, Kangpokpi District has

successfully completed his Doctor of

Philosophy (Ph.D.) on the topic: “Role

of Voluntary Organisations in the

Promotion of Adult Education and

Lifelong Learning – A Case Study of

Indian Adult Education Association

(IAEA)” from University of Delhi. His

thesis conducted under the

supervision of Prof. Rajesh, Senior

Professor and former HoD, DCEE, DU

explores the historical and

contemporary roles of voluntary

organisations, with a particular focus

on the initiatives of the Indian Adult

Education Association (IAEA) across

three significant phases: the pre-

independence period (1939–1946),

the post-independence period

(1947–1990), and the post-

liberalisation period (1991–2024). His

work highlights the evolution of adult

education in India and underscores the

significant contributions of the IAEA in

promoting adult education and lifelong

learning across the country. The

Association commends Dr. Doungel, a

Life Member of IAEA for his

outstanding scholarly contribution and

wishes him continued success in his

academic and professional pursuits.

Kind attention

please

Click

iaea-india.com
to visit the official website

of IAEA. 

Executing the abore plan an Adult

Education Centre jointly managed by

IAEA and a locally based organization

named Pocket Full of Sun Shine was

inaugurated at Okhla Vihar, Jamia

Nagar, New Delhi on July 19, 2025.

The center formally began with an

interaction with some identified

dropouts motivated to continue their

study further. Shri Suresh

Khandelwal, General Secretary, 

Smt. Nishat Farooq, Member, EC,

Prof. Rajesh, Director In-charge and

Shri B. Sanjoy, Research Officer, IAEA

along with the officials of PFO Sun

shine Smt. Azra Naqvi and Ms. Seema

assessed the overall preparedness.

The programme was concluded with

the blessings given by Shri Suresh

Khandelwal, CS, IAEA.

Inauguration of Adult Education Centre
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DU Vice Chancellor’s Interns visited IAEA

Executive Committee Meeting

The 168th meeting of the Executive Committee of IAEA

was held online on August 4, 2025 at 11:00 AM under the

Chairmanship of Prof. L. Raja, President which was

participated by 21 EC members. At the very outset rich

tribute were offered to late K.C. Choudhary on his 84th

birth anniversary followed by a silent prayer. Thereafter,

the EC confirmed the minutes of the last EC meeting held

on March 20, 2025 at the University of Veterinary and

Animal Sciences, Bikaner, Rajasthan; approved the report

of programmes and activities conducted from March –

July 2025, Annual Report – 2024 and the Audited

Statement of Accounts 2024-2025; and deliberated on

the points mentioned under any other matters. The EC

also approved the Life Membership of 40 individual

applicants. The meeting was facilitated by the members

of staff of IAEA. 

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks proposed by

Prof. Rajesh, Treasurer and Director-Incharge, IAEA.

The University of Delhi has created an opportunity for

internship for its students/scholars. The programme

entitled “Vice Chancellor’s Paid Internship programme”

provides opportunity to receive first hand working

experience while getting certain emoluments to meet their

daily expenses. Two VC interns – Ms. Sagarika and 

Shri Keshav and two scholars pursuing their Masters - 

Ms. Vanshika and Shri Shourabh visited IAEA on June 20,

2025. They had very fruitful discussion with 

Prof. S.Y. Shah, former Head, Group of Adult Education,

JNU, Prof. N. K. Ambasht, former Chairman, NIOS and 

Prof. Rajesh, Director In-charge, IAEA.  Prior to coming to

IAEA office these interns viewed the documentary on IAEA

and raised a couple of queries related to the inception,

management and role of IAEA which were addressed by

the senior professors.

Book Release

A book entitled “A Paradigm Shift of Indian Higher

education” edited by Prof. P. Adinarayana Reddy, Vice

President and Dr. Uma Devi, Associate Secretary, IAEA

was released on September 13, 2025 by Prof.  A. Mathew,

Senior Adult Educationist, Prof. Rajesh, Director In-charge,

IAEA and Dr. Geeta Mishra, Associate Professor, DCEE,

joined by Dr. Biresh Pachisia and Ms. Poonam Rajput, DU.

Prof. Gajendra Singh, Chief Vigilance Officer, DU graced

the function as the Chief Guest. The book was released

during the “Training Programme of Training of Trainers on

Transgender Persons Protection of Rights Act 2019 and

Rules 2020” programme organized on September 11-13,

2025 by the DCEE, University of Delhi in collaboration

with Kirori Mal College, DU and National Institute of Social

Defence (NISD), MSJE, Govt. of India. 

Commemorating 84th Birth Anniversary of K.C.Choudhary

79th Independence Day Celebration Programme

Prof. L. Raja, President, 

Shri A.H. Khan, Vice President,

Shri Suresh Khandelwal,

General Secretary and 

Prof. Rajesh, Treasurer and

Director In-charge along with

all the members of the staff

offered reach tribute to late

K.C.Choudhary on his 84th

Birth Anniversary. Dr. Kalpana

Raja was also present on the

occasion who enchanted

versus of Shanti Mantra. 

A cultural programme was organized by the IAEA Skill

Training Centre on August 14, 2025 to celebrate the 79th

Independence Day. Learners on this occasion performed

various cultural activities including singing and dancing on

patriotic songs and delivering speeches remembering the

valour of great national heroes. It was really appreciable that

the girls who were found to be hesitant to introduce

themselves only a couple of months ago were now

delivering speeches showcasing their aspirations. Lauding

their performances Shri M. L. Sharma, Finance Head and

Office Coordinator extended his blessings to them on behalf

of Prof. L. Raja, President; Shri Suresh Kahandelwal, General

Secretary and Prof. Rajesh, Director In-charge. Later on, all

the 3 Office Bearers also interacted with the beneficiaries

over video calls. The programme commenced with hoisting

the National Flag and singing the National Anthem "Jan Gana

Man" and concluded with rendering the National Song

"Vande Matram".

Webinar on the Role of IAEA in Strengthening Undergraduate Research Culture

A webinar on “The Role of IAEA in Strengthening Undergraduate

Research Culture” was organized by the Association on July 8, 2025

which led to some important recommendations including engagement

of students and scholars as interns, organizing project formulation

workshops and conducting research methodology training with

interdisciplinary focus for supporting sustainable research culture. The

webinar began with a welcome address by Prof. Rajesh, Director In-

charge, IAEA, who laid the foundation by articulating the paradigm shift

in Indian higher education brought by NEP 2020. 

Quoting the evocative lines "Two roads diverged in a wood, and I

took the one less travelled by, and that has made all the difference."

from The Road Not Taken, Prof. Dinesh Khattar, Principal of Kirori Mal

College, University of Delhi opened the webinar on a thoughtful note.

Delivering an enriching presentation on ethical research and the art

of academic writing he encouraged the students to pursue research

not merely as a means to acquire marks but as a creative and

intellectual journey.

Drawing on his research experience at Gandhigram Rural Institute,

Prof. Raja highlighted the Association’s previous initiatives in running

short-term research-oriented courses, particularly for non-traditional

learners. He emphasized that such interventions have the potential to

nurture research habits.  Prof. B.K. Pattanaik, School of Extension and

Development Studies, (IGNOU), outded the major functions of a

teacher in higher educational institution as Research, Teaching,

Extension, Publication. 

Prof. Kumar Ashutosh, HOD, Department of Adult, Continuing

Education and Extension, University of Delhi, stressed the

importance of building a culture of critical inquiry, capacity building,

within extension-based programs and continuing education.

Additional academic reflections were shared by Ms. Parinita Batra,

Research Scholar, and Dr. Biresh Pachisia, Life Member of IAEA, who

pledged his voluntary support to strengthen outreach efforts in future

academic programmes led by IAEA. 

Moreover, the event was graced by the presence of prominent

academicians like General secretary Shri Suresh Khandelwal, 

Prof. S.Y. Shah, Prof. N. K. Ambasht, Prof. Anita Priyadarshini, IGNOU,

Dr. Ajay Kumar, JNU who joined it offline from IAEA and other eminent

professors like Dr. Asha Verma, Associate Secretary and Smt. Nishat

Farooq, Member EC, IAEA from diverse academic disciplines and

regions of the country, whose participation brought depth and breadth

to the deliberations. The session was concluded with a Vote of Thanks

delivered by Shri B. Sanjoy, Research Officer, IAEA.

– Ms. Sagarika Ghosh 
Vice Chancellor’s Intern, Miranda House, DU



The series of the programmes

conducted in the areas surrounding

IAEA Headquarters intended towards

creating health awareness and getting

sensitized to take care of one’s eyes

was culminated on July 18, 2025

when a programme was organized to

celebrate the Nelson Mandela

International Day. On the occasion

around 80 persons from nearby

communities received corrected

glasses handed over to them by Prof.

S. Y. Shah, Patron, Shri Suresh

Khandelwal, General Secretary and

Prof. Rajesh, Director In- charge,

IAEA. The programme began with a

brief introduction by Shri B. Sanjoy,

Research Officer, IAEA about the life

and message of Nelson Mandela, an

apostle of Mahatma Gandhi and the

first black President of South Africa,

who fought against apartheid and

spend more than 27 long years

behind the bars. His struggle resulted

into awarding voting rights to the

adults and the eradication of some of

the most discriminating practices

imposed on the common people of

South Africa. Thereafter, Shri Mukul

Kumar, representative of the Dr.

Shroff's Charity Eye Hospital

enlightened the beneficiaries about

important measures to be adopted

for keeping the eyes healthy. He also

replied a number of queries/doubts

raised by the participants. Most of the

beneficiaries expressed their

satisfaction for the way they were

welcomed, got their eyes checked-up

and received the corrected glasses as

promised to them. 

This month-long initiative received

much appreciation from the community

people for the dedicated efforts made

by IAEA for their wellbeing. The

programme was concluded with the

blessings given by Prof. S. Y. Shah,

Patron, Shri Suresh Khandelwal,

General Secretary and Prof. Rajesh,

Director In- charge, IAEA. Entire staff of

IAEA took special effort to make the

programme a great success.  
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Prof. L. Raja attends ILB - GB meeting

Prof. L. Raja, President, IAEA attended (online)

the General Body meeting of the India Literacy

Board, Lucknow held on July 2, 2025 at the

Headquarters of Uttar Pradesh Real Estate

Regulatory Authority. He gave constructive

suggestions for materializing the aims and

objectives of ILB. 

Free Eye Checkup Camp Organised by IAEA
Eyes plays an important role in our

overall wellbeing. However, due to lack of

awareness people often take it for granted

and do not take precautionary measures

to keep their eyes fit and fine for long. This

careless attitude invites lot of eye related

problems even at very early age. Hence,

IAEA developed a practice to conduct Eye

Check-up Camps for community people

as well as drivers in the nearby areas. This

year the camp was organized on June 26-

27, 2025 at IAEA Headquarters. 

Distribution of Corrected Glasses on Nelson Mandela International Day 
In order to identify an institution

which can provide the medical support

a number of Eye Hospitals and Private

Practitioners were approached. It was

appreciable that the officials of the Dr.

Shroff’s Charitable Eye Hospital, Delhi

responded us quickly and favourably.

Consequently, a team from the

hospital comprising Shri Mahesh

Kumar Yadav, National Programme

Manager and Shri Rakesh Kumar, North

Regional Coordinator, Eicher Driver

Care Programme, Dr. Shroff's Charity

Eye Hospital, Daryaganj, Delhi visited

IAEA on June 19, 2025 and had a

detailed discussion with Shri B. Sanjoy,

Research Officer and Shri Kripal Singh

Mehra, Programme Associate about the

modalities of cooperation extended by

Dr. Shroff's team. They not only agreed

and offered to extend medical support

but also assured that they will keep

supporting IAEA’s philanthropic

activities in future as well.  

To make them sensitize door to door

campaign was conducted on June 20,

23 and 24, 2025 in which more than

250 families were approached and

designed posters were displayed at

major locations around ITO. A team of

IAEA staff members including Shri B.

Sanjoy, Research Officer, Smt. Neha,

Librarian-cum-Documentation Officer,

Shri Kripal Singh Mehra, Programme

Associate, Shri Vinay Chhetri, Sr.

Assistant, Shri Jai Bhagwan, Assistant,

Shri Surender Singh Yadav, Caretaken

and three MPS Shri Bitoo, Shri Ravi

Subhramani and Shri Kishore Kumar

visited different areas and invited the

residents to come and get their eyes

checked by qualified doctors from Dr.

Shroff’s Charitable Eye Hospital, Delhi

the collaborating partner for this camp.

The Eye Care Camp was

inaugurated on June 26, 2025 by Shri

Suresh Khandelwal, General

Secretary, Prof. S. Y. Shah, former

Vice President, IAEA; Shri Mahesh

Kumar Yadav, National Programme

Manager and Shri Rakesh Kumar,

North Regional Coordinator, Eicher

Driver Care Programme, Dr. Shroff's

Charity Eye Hospital, Daryaganj.

Adequate arrangements were made

to ensure hassle free check-up for all

Exploring Medical Support

Door to Door Campaign 

the visiting beneficiaries including

welcome and waiting room,

registration desk, separate desks for

recording BP, Sugar and Wight. A well-

equipped mobile Ophthalmic Van

was arranged by Dr. Shroff’s

Charitable Eye Hospital for two

consecutive days where thorough

testing was done and prescription for

corrected glasses were given to each

beneficiary. The Doctors on role also

given advises for other eye related

treatment wherever required. 

All the staff members and

volunteers from IAEA Skill Centre co-

operated the Doctors and other

medical practitioners to make the

check-up smooth.   

The Eye Care Camp 


